
“But when the time had fully come, God sent his Son, 
born of a woman, born under law, to redeem those under 

law, that we might receive the full rights of sons.”     
Galatians 4:4-5 

All Things Beautiful, in His Time 
 As we enter the Christmas season, we are reminded 
that, indeed, God makes all things beautiful in His time(Eccl 
3:11).  Why was Jesus born in that place? Why under those 
circumstances? Why at that time in history? God had a plan. 
And He brought it to fulfillment in the most beautiful, en-
thralling, timely way—in Bethlehem, with angelic visitations  
and shepherds’ delight, at the right time. His time.  
 It is an understatement to say that this has been an 
eventful year. For those of you who may not have gotten the 
news, our new worship and ministry center was completed.  
 We reorganized our build-
ing committee in September 
2021 under a new Christian 
contractor, who helped us not 
only get back on track but in-
spired us and brought new en-
ergy. The building was then 
completed in just one year’s 
time, with us receiving the 
keys in August of this year. 
When the building dedication 
ceremony was held on September 25, more than 80 attended 
the service and almost 30 joined us online, including former 

missionary-pastors Ann Smith 
and Ron and Jacque Maurer.  
 The new worship and min-
istry center is used every day, 
enhancing the life of the con-
gregation and reaching out into 
the community with a variety 
of classes and activities.  
 The old building was situated 
at the entrance of the property, 

blocking the view and limiting access. The new building is situat-
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ed at the back of the property, which opens up the en-
trance, welcoming those who pass by. Sitting at my of-
fice window, I see people looking in as they pass by and 
stopping to read the church bulletin board. Already we 
have seen the hoped-for-increase in visitors and contact 
with the community. Pray for us as we continue to till 
the soil and plant the seeds of the gospel in preparation 
for the Kingdom harvest of precious, eternal souls. 

God’s Vision, Our Future 
  Not only was the November 27 baby dedication of 
Wakana Masuda a great joy for our congregation, but it 
also inspired us as we seek to respond to God’s vision for 
our future. Wakana is the daughter of Yuki and Yumiko 
Masuda, who in their late 
20s have up until now 
been the youngest mem-
bers of our congregation. 
We need to reach out to 
children and young fami-
lies! And we are excited 
that God is at work! We 
have two women in our 
church who along with Aki-
ko share this vision for a 
ministry to children—one 
is Wakana’s (young) grand-
mother Rie Masuda, and 
the other is Yoko Togami. 
With the new building finished, we are praying for the 
follow-up to this year’s children’s Christmas program to 
launch a regular church-school.  We are being led in a 
variety of ways to contacts with young families—the 
three-year-old son of the Morishita family, who moved 
here to Fukuoka from the Kobe church we pastored, and 
the Warita family whose third-grade daughter Haruna 
takes Electone lessons at the church. And we continue to 
pray for the contacts we already have with English class 
students and kids who come to our twice-a-month 
“Flowers of the Field” (No no Hana) meal program.  
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So Much to Be Thankful For 

 I’d like for you to look at this photo. Do you see what I see? It is 
filled with God’s unexpected and abundant blessings. Let me share a 
few of them with you.    
(1) The large stained glass panel was given to us by Iwahashi-sensei, 
the architect for our building pro-
ject—something he had “had in 
storage” for 20 years for “such a 
time as this.” (2) The two upper 
stained glass panels were commis-
sioned to match and paid for as a 
gift. (3) The grand piano—it too 
was a gift from a piano teacher 
whose living space was “cramped 
with two pianos.” (4) The chairs 
were ordered from Korea with 
help from a Korean pastor associ-
ated with a member of our church—and paid for through an each-
one-buy-one campaign. (5) The cypress paneling for the wainscotting 
was given to us by a Christian builder from “leftovers” from a past 
project.  See what I mean? We are blessed beyond measure. 
 When King David was handing over the responsibility for building 
God’s temple to his son Solomon, he marveled in prayer at God’s 
abundant blessings. “But who am I, and who are my people, that we 
should be able to give as generously as this? Everything comes from 
you, and we have given you only what comes from your hand”  
(I Chronicles 2:14).  

More Good News 
 We look forward to the baptism of Hiroshi Ichikawa. Ichikawa-
san came to our church just over a year ago. He was earnestly seek-
ing healing for his soul and readily accepted the love and forgiveness 
he found in Jesus. Since that decision he has had some difficult days 
and has been in and out of the hospital several times. He is finally on 
his way to recovery and we eagerly look forward to him being the 
first to be baptized in our new church. Please pray for him as he 
struggles with emotional health and seeks to walk in his new faith.  

Family News 
 We rejoice in the birth of Izuki Dean Barton, our sixth grandchild, 
a son born to Ben and Yui on October 25. Izuki’s middle name comes 
with lots of love from Ben’s own grandfather, Donald Dean Johnson.
  Please know as always that Christ’s mission in this place is made 
possible through your love and prayers. We thank God for you!          

In Christ,  
Bernie and Akiko                                                       

 
Praise God for His continued blessings upon 
Tamagawa Seigakuin. The school has been 
able to navigate these three years of Covid 
with timely and wise decisions to protect 
students and staff while continuing to pro-
vide quality education. The school was able 
to resume its summer program of camps, 
including the senior high Bible camp, where 
28 students accepted Christ, 5 decided to be 
baptized (a huge step in Japan!), and 13 
dedicated their lives to service. 
Praise God for new contacts for the 
Futsukaichi Church. We have been blessed 
by the number of new people who have 
visited the church since its completion. 
Pray with us that God will continue to 
guide and bring them to faith! 

                  

for Hiroshi Ichikawa as he prepares 
for baptism.  

for Tamagawa Seigakuin Girls Junior 
and Senior High School as they recruit stu-
dents for the new school year beginning 
next April. Right now is a critical time for 
the school’s future as well as for students 
who are choosing where they will attend. 

especially for Tamagawa Seigakuin’s 
headmaster Rev. (Ms.) Rieko Ando and 
principal Mr. Masami Kushida. 

for current seminary students sister 
Natsumi Miyata and sister Tomika Koike.  

for seekers Noriko Tada, Eriko Nogu-
chi, Nozomi Nakamura, Fujio Koga, Keiko 
Yoshida, Yumiko Yoshida, Miyoko Hazeya-
ma, Sumie Takata and Yumiko Masuda.  

for God’s wisdom and direction in 
starting a children’s program at the church. 
Pray for Akiko and co-workers Rie Masuda 
and Yoko Togami. 
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The new sanctuary filled with 
God’s amazing blessings. 


