
Celebrating Our Dependence
The month of  September  was a  busy but exciting month,  which started with  us 
traveling back to Brazil  to attend the Church of God’s InterAmerican conference. 
While the flights again proved to be an adventure, once we arrived in the city of 
Santarém, we found that this year’s host country had truly pulled out all the stops. 
We are incredibly grateful for their hospitality, and it was a great joy to spend four 
days in fellowship, worship, and teaching in three languages with our brothers and 
sisters from across Latin America.

On September 7, the second day of the convention, the nation of Brazil celebrated 
its bicentennial. “Today is Independence Day,” the worship leaders reminded us, “but 
tonight we declare our nation’s dependence on Jesus Christ.” They held a special 
time of prayer and celebration, giving thanks for the bicentennial and also for the 
Church of God’s upcoming centennial. “This year our country celebrates 200 years 
of independence, but next year, we as the Church of God in Brazil will celebrate 100 
years of dependence on the Lord.” 

The central theme of the convention was "family," and while we had the opportunity 
to explore a variety of relevant topics, including the night Abby preached on "God's 
Provision for the Family," what we found most encouraging was time spent with the 
family of God and, more specifically, the Church of God. The week was a wonderful 
reminder that we were created to live in community and to depend on one another. 
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Our family and the Costa Rican pastors traveling with us learned to depend on our 
gracious Brazilian hosts, who rescued us after we had to reroute our flights and who 
then drove us seven hours up the TransAmazon highway. Many more of us learned 
to depend on our incredible colleagues, the Todd family, who juggled family

and convention responsibilities with playing last-minute travel agents to find creative 
workarounds for fourteen stranded passengers from three different flights. Nearly all 
the delegates learned to depend on interpreters, as the events flowed seamlessly 
between Portuguese, Spanish, and English. 

Travel, as North American General Director Jim Lyon reminded us one evening, is 

a lesson in learning to let go of control. Indeed, while we are free to make our plans, 
we are often utterly dependent on others to make sure they actually come together. 

Beyond the logistics of international travel, we also saw the beauty of spiritual 
interdependence within the vast and diverse body of Christ. During the week, 
relationships were built, ideas were shared, and leaders returned home feeling 
encouraged and strengthened by connecting with brothers and sisters in a vibrant, 
growing church. Even as all returned home, we witnessed ongoing fellowship in 
WhatsApp chats, as attendees hoped to stretch out the experience a little longer. 



Many are already making plans for how to get to Argentina for the next convention or 
to take advantage of other travel opportunities to get outside their ministry bubbles. 
Our Costa Rican leaders came back especially burdened for those who could not 
make the trip and are working to create opportunities for their colleagues to travel. 
They fully believe that new places inspire new ideas and have eagerly shared about 
how they plan to implement what they learned from Brazil into their local ministries. 

One such testimony came from Pastor Noily, from the Church of God in Las Vueltas, 
who shared about her experiences on the Sunday after the Brazil trip. Abby had the 
opportunity to preach at her church that day, which also happened to be the week of 
Costa Rica's Independence Day. September 15 is one of our favorite holidays in 
Costa Rica, and it was a joy to be a part of the church's special celebration, where 
they celebrated their freedom in Christ and then gave thanks for and honored their 
beautiful country through words, song, and traditional dance. 

Celebrating the holiday reminded us once again of what we had learned in Brazil: 
while we may celebrate a nation's independence day every year, we as believers are 
called to celebrate our dependence on Christ and on His body each and every day. 
Our North American culture teaches us that we are both free and independent, and



we highly value the ability to make our own choices and be self-reliant. As citizens of the 

Kingdom, however, our values are different. Yes, we are free from the curse of sin and 

death and free to walk in grace. But Christ has not set us free to indulge our indepen-
dence; rather, we are called to use our freedom to seek greater dependence on Him and 

on those He has placed in our lives. We are not made to walk through this life alone.

In the end, whether we wave the Brazilian, Costa Rican, or American flag, and 
whether we celebrate our country in September, July, or another date, may we as 
citizens of the Kingdom of God forever declare and celebrate that we are always free 
but never independent. 

Independence Day celebration in Las Vueltas

Paraguay Project Highlight

This month we are excited to highlight Timothy's School, a school in Paraguay that is 
open to  children with  a wide range of  abilities  and disabilities.  Timothy’s  School 
provides a quality Christ-centered education to the entire student body and offers 
specialized learning opportunities to students with special needs that would be left 
behind in many public schools. Teachers and staff strive to help all of their students 
discover who God has created them to be and grow up embracing that call.

Timothy’s School began in the facilities of the Obligado church but has quickly out-
grown its original space. In fact, the 2022 school year saw the student population

https://youtu.be/uHbdfa0v0xU


double from the year before! More than 200 students are now enrolled in preschool 
through fifth grade, and the school continues to grow. The Lord graciously 
provided land for Timothy's School to start building its own space, and construc-
tion is well underway. Classes have begun in the unfinished new facility, but 
they urgently need to finish construction on the last 30% of two new classrooms 
before the start of the new school year in early 2023.

If you would like to walk alongside the staff of Timothy’s School as they continue to 
invest in building the future of Paraguayan students and their families from all walks 
of life, please click here.

One of countless interactive learning activites that takes place at Timothy's School. For

more photos, go to Timothy's School's Facebook page by clicking here.

Other Prayer Requests and Praises

Please lift up the new InterAmerican 
leadership team that was elected during 
the.convention in Brazil. Former secretary 
Esteban Zapata, from Honduras, is the new 

president, Mónica Fischer, from Argentina, 

is the new secretary, and Alberto Martínez, a 
Chilean working in Perú, continues as treasur-
er. Pray for them as they embrace new oppor-
tunities and navigate challenges in this role. 

https://chogglobal.org/mission-projects/projects-latin-america/timothys-school/
https://www.facebook.com/people/Timothys-School-Obligado/100063968708562/


We praise the Lord for the ministry of missionary Sarah

Hunnicutt, who has served as a missionary for several

years on the island of Roatán, working with the Samuel

Raymond Christian School. Please pray for her and the

school as she finishes her service at the end of the school

year and transitions back to life and ministry in the United

States to pursue the Lord's next steps for her. We will

dearly miss having her on our Latin America team! 

Please pray for our family as we have numerous trips planned for the end of the

year and the first part of the next. We start in Colombia, then fly to England and

finally to Spain for the annual RC meetings. Pray for smooth travels, especially with

three little ones, and pray for us to remain healthy!  
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One of the highlights of the CIID was rejoicing with Marcia, a young Argentine woman who 
feels called to serve in Japan. She shared in the service one evening and closed with this 

rendition of "What a Beautiful Name," sung in Japanese, Spanish, Portuguese, and English. 

https://youtu.be/0KbJ8zPyyOs
http://www.facebook.com/torgesonmissions



