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I’ve been silent the past several months. It’s not for lack of activity 
or news, but more a season of life and work that has come about 
since making it through two intense years of Covid on the island. 

I’m grateful for an organization that encourages leaning into these 
periods of quietness, growth, weariness, and self-care. In May, I 
had the opportunity spend three weeks receiving soul care at 
Alongside participating in their Renewal and Growth Retreat. It 
didn’t take away all the tiredness, but it did renew my sense of joy. 
It reminded me of my human limitations and my gifts. It allowed 
me space to examine my feelings and to remember the truth that I 
can serve and lead best when I’ve tended to the health of my own 
inner ecosystem. 

Since returning, I’ve been able to put into practice so many of the 
tools I was given there – creating Sabbath, cultivating joy, checking 
in with how I’m feeling and, in turn, encouraging my students to 
do the same. I’ve noticed a marked difference in the overall 
atmosphere of the classroom. There is a sense of peacefulness and 
safety. The students are talking about the pressures and fears they 
have. They’re also acknowledging that life is sometimes beautiful, 
sometimes painful, sometimes messy, and sometimes all of them at 
the same time. 

School 
School this year has been 
wonderful. We have a group 
of eager students who are 
excited about learning and 
even more excited about 
being together. We’ve been 
able to finally take field trips 
again to celebrate those who 
achieved Honor Roll, and 
they’ve been some of the 
biggest groups ever! Hannah, 
our student body president, 
planned a successful 
basketball tournament / fun 
day recently. Three of our 
students participated in the 
island spelling bee and 
placed 4th, 2nd, and 1st. It’s 
been fun to watch the 
students enjoy each other 
and enjoy learning. We’re 
looking forward to another 
great quarter. 

Island Songs 
Sarah Hunnicutt, Serving in Roatan, Honduras                                             

The Lord reigns, let the earth rejoice; let the many islands be glad.   Psalm 97:1
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The greatest gift during this slowing-down time, though, has been 
releasing the pressure of performance and instead relaxing into 
wholeness. 

From my perspective, it seems like Jesus was less concerned about 
numbers and more concerned about creating whole people. He 
listened to individual stories and problems. He looked into the 
eyes of the broken and hurting, held out a hand, and asked, “Do 
you want to be healed?” 

In a world that often feels more hopeless and chaotic each day, I 
think that’s the invitation. Do we want to be healed? Are we ready 
to go into the darkness, examine the rigid structures we’ve set up 
for ourselves, acknowledge the anger, the division, and the grief 
and truly say we want to be whole? 

Perhaps the lesson is this: it’s not about perfection and proving 
ourselves right or working ourselves to exhaustion, but finding 
wholeness that we might be holy; that we might truly, finally, be a 
part of bringing heaven down to earth, turning spears into plows, 
and setting captives free.  

May we find the courage to start the healing today. 

Volunteers and Teams 
We’ve had several different 
individual volunteers and 
teams come down and 
support us over the summer, 
including four of my cousins, 
two who traveled all the way 
from North Africa! It was a 
blessing to be able to spend 
a week with them working at 
the school, showing them 
around the island, eating 
street tacos, and enjoying the 
sea. Besides them, we had 
teams from Pryor Church of 
God and Christian Heritage 
Academy, as well as two 
individual long-term 
volunteers. Their presence in 
the classroom and willingness 
to help wherever needed has 
helped make this year great.  

Pray for Kiara:                                   
Kiara is a kindergarten 
student this year who fell ill 
about a month ago. She lost 
sensation in her legs, as well 
as her ability to talk. She was 
flown to the mainland where 
she was stabilized and 
received care. She’s recently 
returned to the island with 
her parents and has regained 
some of her ability to move 
and speak, but has a long 
road ahead of her. Please 
pray for Kiara.  Relaxing in Literature Class

2022 Island Spelling Bee Champ!


