
Adventures in Amazonia
"Do I say 'Gracias' or 'Obrigado' here?" Josiah asked as
we stepped off our plane for our layover in Panama. We
smiled at our six-year-old's question as we all prepared
to  change  our  mental  chip  back  to  Spanish  after
spending  the  last  ten  days  in  our  region's  only
Portuguese-speaking country. 

Although in some ways we were thankful to return to a
world we could navigate more easily, the language shift 

also meant that we were saying goodbye to a great adventure in a country we 
had come to love in a short time. 

The great adventure had started a week and a half earlier before we ever left 
our home in Costa Rica. We learned that a cargo plane had crashed on the 
runway in San Jose that morning. Thankfully, no one was injured, but the plane 
had split in two. The airport was closed and all flights cancelled indefinitely. 

We decided to go to the airport anyway, just as it was re-opening, and we were 
pleased to learn that our first flight to Panama was  going to take off, though 
several hours later than scheduled. Because of the delay, we missed our 
connection and ended up having to take a completely different route. What



should have been a Thursday night flight that arrived in Manaus, Brazil, early 
Friday morning, turned into an overnight connection in Panama, followed by 
another overnight in Brasilia. We arrived in Manaus on Saturday, missing our 
scheduled flight to Itaituba, so we spent another night there before heading into 
Itaituba on Sunday afternoon. 

Although the travel was chaotic, especially with young children, we are thankful 
that Copa Airlines provided two hotel stays, along with transportation to 
those hotels and multiple meals. Our credit card also has wonderful trip 
interruption coverage, which more than covered the other essentials we 
needed for the the time we were without bags. We decided to embrace the 
adventure and enjoy it as a free tour of another part of Latin America. 

We arrived in Itaituba, Brazil, on Palm Sunday, grateful to see the Todd family 
and with even greater appreciation for the travel they face on a regular basis. 
We were able to attend service at the Central Church of God in Itaituba that 
evening, and Abby was very excited to test out her year of Portuguese 
language study in a greeting to the congregation. 

The Todds were  incredible  hosts,  who treated  us  to  amazing  baked goods
(including Abby's favorite cheese bread) and showed us the best places to find
Brazilian steak. Costa Rica is not known for bread or beef, so we made sure to
eat our fill! Our kids also loved getting to run and play with the Todds. Josiah
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and Miriam especially connected, while Silas rode a tricycle around the property 
for hours and Rebecca enjoyed snuggling in a hammock.

We also saw the Todds' hospitality in action when different church members 
and leaders came to the house, where we had a chance to get to know them 
and hear some of their stories. We also visited some church buildings and got a 
full tour of the church-owned medical clinic.

On another day, we bumped down the red clay Trans-Amazon highway to 
Fazenda Maloquinha, the Church of God's farm and retreat center where the 
residential seminary program is also located. We sat down with the directors and 
heard an exciting vision for long-term growth and sustainability. We also met the 
students and had a few minutes to share with the class and answer questions. 

With these activities and many others, we
were given the chance to catch a glimpse
of  a  church that  is  exploding in  growth,
both in numbers and in impact. It was a
joy  to  see schools,  health  facilities,  and
a sports complex and to hear the leaders'
vision of doing even more. Churches are being planted regularly, even in the
far-flung corners of this vast region, and baptisms are numerous. The Brazilians
have caught the vision for missions and community impact in their own territory,
and the Lord is beginning to raise up international workers as well. 

Although we have heard stories about Brazil for years, it was a joy to be able to
see,  hear,  and  taste  things  for  ourselves.  We  also  developed  a  new
appreciation for Jonathan and Beth Todd's ministry there. They truly embody
Global  Strategy's  vision  of  "walking  alongside  the  local  church  globally,"
building relationships that allow them to provide support without taking over. In
a part of the world that is difficult to access and where heat, dirt, insects, and
tropical diseases are a regular part of life, the Todds walk hand in hand with
one of the strongest church bodies in our region, serving as the leaders' biggest
cheerleaders and encouraging the rest of us to learn from them. 

When the week came to a close, we were sad to say goodbye, but left with our
hearts (and bellies!) full, grateful for everything we were able to experience in
Amazonia. 



Gracias, obrigados, and thank you, Brazil. We will be back soon! Get the beef 
and cheese bread ready.

Worship in Itaituba
"Nothing will separate me from your great love"

Walking Alongside Our Leaders
In our last newsletter, we promised to give regular updates on some of the ways we 
are walking alongside our pastors and leaders through projects in Latin America.

In our role, the pastors we walk alongside most closely are the elected leaders 
of the CIID. The Confraternidad Interamericana de la Iglesia de Dios (CIID) is 
the body of believers here in Latin America, and the leadership team has felt 
led over the past few years to take an even more active leadership role in 
theological training, casting a vision for the region, and even conflict resolution.
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Many responsibilities that once belonged to the regional coordinator are now 
being shifted to this team. It is a joy and privilege to walk alongside them and 
to support and strengthen their leadership in Latin America. 

For years the CIID has been looking for ways to provide quality education to
pastors and leaders around the region who may not always have access to it.
The region has good theological training institutes, but they have not been a
viable option for  those who live far  away.  Thanks to the pandemic and the
increasing availability of  online platforms, the opportunity to connect leaders
around the region to Church of God schools has suddenly become wide open. 

After months of dropping hints, we are pleased to announce that we now have
an opportunity to partner with the CIID in this theological education initiative.
Funds have recently  been made available  to  start  a  project  to  assist  Latin
American  pastors  and  leaders  with  their  studies  at  the  Church  of
God theological training program of their choice. Candidates will reach out to
the CIID, who will vet them and determine an assistance amount based on their
call, financial need, and the support they receive from their home countries. 

The current funds represent a great start, but we are incredibly excited to see
this brand new project grow. If you would like to be a part of launching this
initiative and building up the present and future leadership of the Church of God
in Latin America, click here. 
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Another important way we walk alongside the CIID leadership is encouraging 
participation in the Latin American convention. The CIID pays half of the airfare 
for one delegate per country and has done so without North American funds for 
several years. This year the convention will be held in Santarém, Brazil, a city in 
the same region where we traveled in April. The Church of God in Brazil is very 
excited, but for the international delegates, the location is a bit more difficult 
to access than previous conventions. Worldwide economic instability has led 
to a significant increase in the cost of airfare, so this year, we are hoping to 
make a special one-time effort to support the efforts of getting delegates to 
the convention. Many of these delegates make a great personal sacrifice to 
attend because they highly value the chance to worship, learn, and fellowship 
with their brothers and sisters from around the region. For many, it's a boost of 
encouragement that lasts for years. 

You may remember that the Latin America mission project is a critical part of 
allowing us to strategically meet emerging needs and invest in new ministry 
opportunities in our region. Because we see the convention as one of the 
greatest opportunities this year, we plan to use funds from that account to 
support the effort of getting delegates to Brazil in September. 

If you would like to be a part of walking alongside the CIID and pouring into the 
ministries and spiritual growth of pastors around Latin America, please click here. 
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It's that time of year again! As the school year winds down, we are making
plans to return to the US for two months to connect with as many of our ministry
partners as we can,  including many of  YOU! This year,  we will  be focused
primarily on connecting with partners in and around Pennsylvania, Ohio, and
Indiana, although our travels will take us to a few other places. 

For Sunday services, we will focus on churches that we have not attended in
several years and new partners we have not visited for a service at all, but we
do look forward to seeing many others as well. We are still putting our schedule
together, so if you would like to connect with us, please let us know! 

We are also looking at the possibility of renting a travel trailer for a few weeks,
primarily in the month of July. If you know of anyone looking to rent one out,
we'd love to get connected. Looking forward to being back soon! 

Other Prayer Requests and Praises

• Praise God for our colleagues Paul and Kattia Jones, who are returning to Bolivia
after spending ten months in the U.S. Pray for them as they settle back into a
routine of life and ministry and for their daughter Tabitha, who will stay behind for
the first time as she continues her college studies.

• Pray for Trinity Point Church of God, a congregation that partners with our family, as
they mourn the loss of Jessica Wilson Cyphert, who recently passed away from
pancreatic cancer at age 32. Jessica was the missions pastor, and her father Bruce
is the senior pastor. Lift up Jessica's husband and young daughter, as well as many
other family members who actively serve in ministry with the Church of God.

• We are thankful that Josiah has recovered well from a bout of dengue, which he
picked up in Brazil. We are learning to be more vigilant about mosquitos and
praying he and the rest of the family are able to avoid catching it again!

Soon to Be State-Side!

Thanks for all of your prayers and support!
Our mailing address is: Global Strategy, P.O. Box 2420, Anderson, IN 46018 
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