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Regional Coordinator for Africa Visit 
Our regional coordinators for Africa, John 
and Gwen Johnson, have traveled 
extensively in support of missionaries under 
their supervision and built strong 
relationships with national church leaders 
in the field. With the additional stressors 
nowadays, Gwen needed a respite from 
international travel, but John came in late 
February to Botswana. We were privileged 
to host John for a few days at our house. We 
enjoyed spending some relaxed time with 
him and updated John on recent 

happenings in our ministry. Although we missed Gwen, it was so nice to play some games and 
grow our friendship. We introduced John to a few friends from church and the community at 
their places of work. The Stocksdales hosted a meeting 
at their house so national church leaders could get 
better acquainted and share their hopes for the church 
in Botswana with John. While John was here, we also 
celebrated Abby Stocksdale’s and Tim’s birthdays with a 
meal together and a visit to Elephant Havens, an 
organization caring for orphaned elephants. We were 
able to feed and touch the elephants. Corey 
accompanied John to visit national church leaders in 
South Africa, Zambia, and Zimbabwe.  
 

Permit Renewals 
We are in the process of document preparation for the renewal of our residence and work 
permits. We are grateful to have Betty’s Business Consultancy help us navigate the paperwork 
and procedures. We initially thought the process would be simpler and quicker for renewals 

than for original applications. Wrong!       Three copies of each document had to be updated 
and certified by a lawyer, much like a notary public. This takes much time and multiple trips. 

Moruti Moengwe of Maun’s Kubung branch with John 



 

 

Premarital Counseling 
We felt honored to hold three premarital counseling 
sessions with Boipuso (Bev) and Phamelo, her betrothed. 
Their wedding is scheduled at the end of April. It was a 
pleasure to walk through this with them and to hear their 
thoughts and feelings from an African Christian perspective. 
The final session is culturally held by the married women, 
who will sit with Bev to give her advice for a successful 
marriage. May their married life be blessed. Earlier, Bev 
completed the discipleship training. She is currently one of 
the trained Sunday school teachers at the Kubung branch. 

  
Easter Season 

The church leadership 
requested a seminar 
during the Easter 
holiday season. Corey 
Stocksdale led a 
session dealing with 
foot washing and 
Communion. He also 
led a session for the 
youth on what it 
means to be the church. Our session dealt with the difference the 
resurrection made. We have a living hope because we have a living 
Lord! We discussed six issues concerning Easter: (1.) Why did the 

religious leaders want Jesus killed? (2.) Why did Jesus have to be crucified? (3.) Was Jesus guilty 
of breaking God’s or Roman laws? (4.) If Jesus was sentenced to be crucified, why was He 
scourged? (5.) Why did Jesus tell Mary Magdalene not to touch Him soon after He was 
resurrected? (6.) How are the manger and the grave symbolically related and what are the 
implications?  Jesus laid His life down voluntarily, so He could pick it up again. His resurrection 
is why we have hope.  

Please Pray: 
• For our work and renewal permits to be processed smoothly in a timely manner. 

• For the church to share the hope of the living Lord with others.   

• Pray for church members as they walk alongside others to become disciple-makers. 
 

Blessings, 

Tim & Joy 


