
“Suppose one of you wants to build a tower. Will he not 
first sit down and estimate the cost to see if he has 

enough money to complete it? For if he lays the founda-
tion and is not able to finish it, everyone who sees it will 
ridicule him, saying, ‘This fellow began to build and was    

                      not able to finish.’ ”    Luke 14: 28-30 

One Step Back...Two Steps Forward 
 The saying actually goes, “Two steps forward, one step 
back.” But in our case the one step back came first through 
the delay in the start of construction of our new sanctuary. 
 We were right on schedule to move out of the old 
building in August, do demolition in September, and have 
the groundbreaking in October. But then in early July, we 
finally got the estimate for a building reflecting all the 
dreams we have shared over the past two and a half years. 
 What a shock to find it was 15% over the agreed-upon 
budget. Our building contractor worked to get the cost 
down, cutting unnecessary things, even suggesting we do 
without the planned second floor pastor’s apartment. But 
finally he said he couldn’t do any more, and our building 
committee made the very difficult decision to make the 
huge change of looking for a different contractor. They 
were not willing to heedlessly go beyond the capital funds 
goal we had set and to which so many of you have given. 
They were determined to not increase the debt that will 
have to be faced in the years to come. They counted the 
cost, and had to take a significant step back. 
 Lots of prayer and discussion formed the basis of that 
decision, and wouldn’t you know it...God has provided. A 
long-time Christian sister 
who transferred to our con-
gregation a couple of years 
ago introduced us to a semi-
retired Christian contractor, 
who has helped us not only 
get back on track but has 
shown vision and good taste 
in helping us with a new 
floor plan. Two steps for-
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ward! We have lost time, but we are staying faithful 
to the vision and gifts given. And the people of the 
church remain positive and excited at the prospect 
of a new ministry center. Pray with us! 

The Final Service in Smith Hall 
  In July we started moving out of our old building in 
preparation for its demolition. On August 8 we held our 
final worship service in the old Smith mission-residence-

turned- sanctuary. On that 
day we had quite a distin-
guished group of online 
guests (the pandemic has 
taught us new options). 
We welcomed past mis-
sionaries to Japan who 
once lived in this house: 
Ann Smith, who with hus-
band Nathan served in Ja-

pan (1950-77) and Korea (1978-80) and built the house; 
Ron and Jacque Maurer (1974-83, 97); Ross and Delana 
Craig (1982-89); as well as former missionaries to Japan 
Philip Kinley (1955-98), David and Greta Reames (1974-76 
and Korea 1979-84), Zonia (1989–2011) and Keri (1997-
2000) Mitchell, and 
Asia-Pacific Regional 
Coordinators Don and 
Caroline Armstrong.  
  It was a day filled 
with worship, praise, 
lots of good memo-
ries, and much expec-
tation. We are on the 
move, in God’s good 
timing, uplifted by 
much prayer, and sup-
ported by your love. 

A Loving Goodbye 

    Recently I was blessed to conduct the funeral of a 
true saint of God. Mrs. Yukiko Takasaka, 95, has been a 
member of the Futsukaichi Church practically from its 
beginning. Even when we first came to Japan 45 years 
ago she was looked to as the “mother” of the church. 
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The future is bright for 
Futsukaichi Eiko Christ Church 

A Memorial Picture at the 
Final Service in Smith Hall 

Bernie and Pastor Numa remove 
the cross that has been at the 

front of the sanctuary since the 
church began in 1974. 



Through the years, she and her late husband were anchors for this 
congregation. She first came with 
her daughter Rie Masuda, whose 
family continues to be central in 
the life of the church.  
 Mrs. Takasaka appeared unas-
suming and quiet, but her love 
for and loyalty to the church 
helped it through days of trial 
and change. For the past five 
years she has not been able to 
attend regularly, but the smile on 
her face and the evident joy in 
the congregation when she did attend witness to the mutual love and 
faith she shared with the congregation. Please pray for her family. 
  By the way, her first grandchild, a little girl, is due in January. 

Notes on Ministry 
     Since we moved out of the church building in August, we contin-
ue to meet in three large connected rooms at the acupuncture clinic/
home of Kimiko Yahiro, our sister in the Lord. We arrive early Sunday 
morning and set up the folding chairs, tables, and pulpit she allows us 
to keep there. It may sound like a small thing, but the participation 
and eagerness of the church has been most evident in the setup and 
clean-up for worship. Where people used to come for worship mostly 
just on time, even sometimes late, we have a new problem—what to 
do in the 10+ minutes after setup when everyone is waiting for wor-
ship to begin. It has given us time for prayer and thanksgiving each 
week as God continues to bless this small congregation.  
 English classes are being held in the local community center, and 
Akiko visits students’ homes for her piano lessons. The meal program, 
which had been discontinued after the move, has restarted by provid-
ing take-out meals. Amazingly, the number of meals distributed has 
gone UP! We plan to continue the program this way until the demoli-
tion of the old building. 

Notes of Praise! 
 Mr. Okabe, another long time member of the church who lives in 
a care home, had almost totally lost his sight because of cataracts. 
The Covid pandemic had caused surgery to be postponed, but we 
praise God that vision was restored through recent surgery. Mr. Oka-
be rejoices that he is able to read his Bible again, but Akiko will con-
tinue her ministry of recording daily devotionals because Sister Ya-
hiro, who provides our place for worship, is totally blind. 
  Please know as always that Christ’s mission in this place is made 
possible through your love and prayers. We thank God for you!          
                                                     In Christ,      Bernie and Akiko                                                       

Praise God for continued good 
health for Bernie after a pace-

maker was implanted in June. Concern was 
caused by swelling in his left arm, but the 
doctor said this was caused by reduced 
blood flow in the arteries where the wires 
for the pacemaker are inserted. He assured 
us that “the body will take care of this nat-
urally,” compensating by making new path-
ways for the blood flow. Sure enough, the 
swelling is all but gone! This has given Ber-
nie a chance to witness to his doctor about 
the wonder of God’s creation. 
 Praise God for Br. Ryuji Iwahashi who 
has come alongside as our new building 
contractor. Pray for him as he helps us 
complete the vision of a new worship/
ministry center—within budget!! 

                  

for teachers and staff at Tamagawa 
Seigakuin Girls’ Junior and Senior High in 
Tokyo. As it has been for everyone, these 
two years of the Covid-19 pandemic have 
taken a toll in stress. Ask God to help us 
make wise decisions and stay faithful to 
the vision to which He has called us.  

Pray especially for Tamagawa Sei-
gakuin’s headmaster, Rieko Ando (a power-
ful woman of God), and principal, Masami 
Kushida. 

for current seminary students Sister 
Natsumi Miyata and Sister Tomika Koike. 

for more workers for the harvest. Still 
today less than 1% of the Japanese are 
Christian. The fields are ripe for harvest, 
but more workers are needed!  

 for seekers Eriko Noguchi, Nozomi 
Nakamura, Fujio Koga, Keiko Yoshida, 
Yumiko Yoshida, Miyoko Hazeyama, Sumie 
Takata and Yumiko Masuda.  
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Masuda family share a final good-
bye at the casket of Mrs. Takasaka 


