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The initial message to those early apostles is “wait.” Wait in Jerusalem. Wait for the Spirit. Wait for the power to 
witness.1 Wait to be sent. So they wait. On the day of Pentecost, some seven weeks after Passover, the Holy Spirit 
arrives among them and upon them in a rather spectacular fashion. The apostles are propelled into the streets to 
begin their witnessing “careers.” Peter boldly begins to proclaim his unflinching, no-holds-barred message, that 
the Jews had crucified Jesus. “You handed him over to his death, but you didn’t catch God by surprise. All of this 
was part of the preordained, exquisite plan of God. You had Jesus killed but God raised him up from death. And 
now? Now Jesus sits at the right hand of God. And us? God has now poured out his Holy Spirit on all of us. Of all of 
this,” said Peter, “we are witnesses” (22-24, 32-33).2 And, as remarkable as it sounds, a revival of repentance breaks 
out. Thousands of people come to faith in Jesus (41).

Immediately thereafter, we see the church gathering in Jerusalem. They generously gave, sold, and distributed 
their possessions to benefit all in need (43-45). They worshipped regularly in the temple and gathered around 
tables in their homes to break bread. They were glad and generous, full of praise and goodwill (46-47).

From this point forward the book of Acts rolls out chapter after chapter, story after story, following the pattern 
of sentness described in Acts 1:8. The apostles are sent to Jerusalem, Judea, Samaria, and the ends of the earth. 
That pattern of sentness is seen clearly in Acts: Jerusalem and Judea (2-7, 10-12, 15); Samaria (8); and the ends of 
the earth (9, 13-14, 16-28).

Here, instead of focusing our attention on places, however, let’s look at three separate Pentecost persons: Peter, 
Philip, and Paul.

Peter is the one sent to the home folks. His primary mission field is to the Jews. He is determined that his Jewish 
sisters and brothers will come to faith in Jesus. He commits his life to making sure that everyone, from beggars to 
the religious elite have an opportunity to respond in faith to Jesus of Nazareth. And he does this with boldness! To 
the beggar at the temple gate he says, “I have not silver or gold, but what I have I give you; in the name of Jesus 
Christ of Nazareth, stand up and walk” (3:6). Later, after his arrest, standing before the religious elite he declares, 
“This Jesus is the ‘stone that was rejected by you, the builders; it has become the chief cornerstone.’ There is salvation 
in no one else, for there is no other name under heaven given among mortals by which we must be saved” (4:11-12).

It is Peter who calls out pretenders and liars (5) and Peter who does signs and wonders (6) and Peter who is in and 
out of prison because of his testimony (4-12) and Peter who has his narrow view of salvation stretched (10-11) 
and Peter who finally testifies to the church leaders in Jerusalem about his experience in Joppa: “And as soon as 
I began to speak, the Holy Spirit fell upon them just as it had upon us at the beginning. And I remembered the 
word of the Lord, how he had said, ‘John baptized with water, but you will be baptized with the Holy Spirit.’ If then 
God gave them the same gift that he gave us when we believed in the Lord Jesus Christ, who was I that I could 
hinder God?” (11:15-17). In chapter 15 Peter surely is one of the apostles and elders gathered to decide if Gentiles 
had to become Jews first in order to become followers of Jesus. A decision was reached “not to trouble those 
Gentiles that are turning to God” (15:19).



What does the life of Peter reveal about being sent on mission by the Holy Spirit?

How might your life reflect a sentness to your home folks?

How does the example of Peter speak to the mission and vision of your local congregation?

Philip is one sent to the near folks. His primary mission was to those who lived or were located in Samaria 
and other nearby places. Philip has distinguished himself as “a man of good standing, full of the Spirit and 
wisdom” (6:3). He like Stephen, the first martyr, is seen as “full of faith and the Holy Spirit” (6:5).

After the trial and martyrdom of Stephen, persecution breaks out in Jerusalem. This persecution drives be-
lievers out of Jerusalem. And in their going, they faithfully and effectively share the good news of Jesus (8:1b).

Philip, responsive and obedient to the Lord goes to Samaria and preaches a revival. The crowds listen at-
tentively and, upon seeing demons cast out and the sick cured, many lean into the message about Jesus. 
When news of this revival reaches Jerusalem, Peter and John are tasked with verifying and validating it. Of 
course, the farther away from Jerusalem, the more difficult it is to communicate the message of grace in 
understandable ways.

The next time Philip is seen he is being obedient to the sending of the Holy Spirit. He travels south from Jeru-
salem into Gaza. There he meets an Ethiopian eunuch. This eunuch, a God-fearer, is reading from the prophet 
Isaiah. Philip appears and asks, “Do you understand what you are reading? (8:30). And that simple question 
opens the door for Philip to proclaim the good news about Jesus (8:35). And, during this conversation, the 
eunuch decides to follow Jesus and is baptized. All this comes about because Philip is willing to be sent to the 
near at hand.

What does the life of Philip reveal about being sent on mission by the Holy Spirit?



How might your life reflect a sentness to folks near at hand?

How does the example of Philip speak to the mission and vision of your local congregation?

Paul is the one sent to the other folks. His primary mission field is the Gentile, those who have few connec-
tions, if any, to Palestine, the Hebrew scriptures, or the story of God revealed in those writings.

Paul, along with his companions Barnabas, Silas, John Mark, and Luke, becomes the unlikely champion3 of the 
gospel, a gospel that is as much for the Gentiles as it is the Jews. Paul travels widely, preaches broadly and 
boldly, plants cross-cultural churches strategically, defends Gentile Christians emphatically, writes letters and 
epistles tirelessly, experiences persecution and hardship faithfully, is misunderstood by friend and foe alike 
regularly, is imprisoned harshly, and spends the remainder of his apostle life fulfilling his Spirit-given calling 
devotedly: to be “an instrument whom I (God) have chosen to bring my name before Gentiles and kings and 
before the people of Israel;” (and) he must suffer for the sake of my name” (9:15-16). Later, while in prison the 
Holy Spirit reveals to him, “Keep up your courage! Just as you have testified for me in Jerusalem, so you must 
bear witness also in Rome” (23:11). And finally when Paul arrives in Rome, albeit in chains as a prisoner, until 
the end of his life he is “proclaiming the kingdom of God and teaching about the Lord Jesus Christ with all 
boldness and without hindrance” (28:31).

What does the life of Paul reveal about being sent on mission by the Holy Spirit?

How might your life reflect a sentness to the other?

How does the example of Paul speak to the mission and vision of your local congregation?



1. Luke 24::49 and Acts 1:8.

2. The NRSV is used throughout for all quotations.

3. Read the story of Paul’s conversion in Acts 9, 22, and 26.
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