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A word. Ruach. A mighty, creating, dynamic wind 
blowing across the face of restless, chaotic waters at 
creation.1 “Pffh” and the breath of God is whistled into 
the lungs of man.2 Ruach. An evening breeze, gentle, 
soothing, a refreshing breeze rustling the leaves and 
inspiring close intimate fellowship in the garden.3 Ru-
ach. A dark cloud passing over the face of God as the 
holy parent is forced to pronounce judgement over 
the very ones he animated when he breathed life into 
them. “No,” the Creator says, “My spirit shall not abide 
with mortals forever.”4 Ruach. And then the breath of 
life is blown out, snuffed out. “Pffh.” Ruach. The word 
starts in the lungs of God; “Pffh” and all creatures have 
the breath extinguished. With a “Pffh” it is gone.5 Ru-
ach. All creation perishes, all that is except those who 
are rescued two by two up the ramp along with Noah 
and his family.6 And then the wind blows again.7 
Ruach. And there is life!

The Spirit of God, Ruach, blows and breathes and an-
imates and encourages and energizes and protects 
and gives wisdom and bestows giftings and empow-
ers leaders and brings to life all throughout the He-
brew Scriptures. The Ruach of God is active and pres-
ent across the pages of Scripture. Why, you can almost 
see those pages fluttering in the gentle Spirit-zephyr. 

In the New Testament this same Holy Spirit of God, 
the same breath of God, blows across the story 
of Jesus. The Spirit gives new life to the virgin.8 This 
same Spirit descends on Jesus at the beginning of 
his ministry assuring him that he is the beloved.9 This 
same Spirit leads Jesus into the wilderness and brings 
him home safely.10 This same Spirit fills Jesus with 
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witnessing and wonder-working power.11 This same 
Spirit superintends the life, teachings, and death of 
Jesus to ensure the fulfillment of God’s will and pur-
pose.12 This same Spirit is the power that raised Jesus 
from the dead.13 It is this animating presence that Je-
sus breathes on his disciples, sending them into the 
world to be his Spirit-bearers.14 It is this Spirit that Je-
sus promises to give to his apostles to empower them 
to witness and do deeds of wonder15, deeds that are 
even greater than the ones that Jesus himself did.16 
And it is this same Spirit that shows up at Pentecost.17 
At Pentecost the wind blows again. Not surprising-
ly, the Spirit of God comes as a “mighty rushing wind” 
with tongues of fire resting on each one present. Nor 
is it surprising that the Spirit enables speech in all the 
various languages present “as the Spirit gave them 
the ability.”18

The same Spirit that blows across the face of the deep 
at creation, the same Spirit that readies Jesus for his 
ministry and mission, the same Spirit that raises Jesus 
from the dead, the same life-giving Spirit that Jesus 
breathes on his fearful disciples, the same Spirit that 
equips the apostles to speak and act in living-giving, 
world-changing ways—that same Spirit is promised 
to us. That same Spirit is available to us, to equip, em-
power, embolden, and send us for our mission, to en-
able us to live our remarkable Pentecost lives.

Come, Spirit, blow your cleansing, healing, reviving, 
empowering breath upon us. Holy Wind of God, 
blow yet again. 
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1. Genesis 1:2
2. Genesis 2:7
3. Genesis 3:8
4. Genesis 6:3
5. Genesis 6:17; 7:22
6. Genesis 7:15
7. Genesis 8:1
8. Luke 1:35
9. Luke 3:21-22

The Spirit still breathes. Will you receive?
The Spirit still fills. Are you open?
The Spirit still calls. Can you hear?

The Spirit still sends. Will you respond? Go? Send?
The Wind of God is still blowing even now. Do you perceive?

Will you embrace the Pentecost Life?

10. Luke 4:1-12
11. Luke 4:4:14
12. Acts 2:22-24, 32-33
13. Philippians 3:10
14. John 20:20-22
15. Luke 24:49; Acts 1:8
16. John 14:12-17
17. Acts 2:1-3
18. Acts 2:4


