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Resurrection is such a big deal that we don’t take just one day to celebrate it. Every Sunday is resurrection day. 
But we also set aside fifty days for the Easter season, putting aside our normal fasts and taking extra time to cel-
ebrate what God has done in the world. Four days after Easter, we remember Jesus’ ascension, when he returned 
to heaven and told the disciples to wait for the Holy Spirit, so they might become his body in the world. The 
ascension seals the deal for the disciple. (Up to that point, many of them had headed back to their familiar world 
of fishing and the life as usual.) For us it is a reminder that the resurrection isn’t just a miracle that happened two 
thousand years ago. It’s a way of life we practice. Pentecost ends the Easter season, reminding us that we don’t 
practice the resurrection by our own strength, but have the Holy Spirit’s power among us as a community called 
church. Jesus’ story is now our story. And the next chapter begins today.

Mark Roncase, Joseph Weaver, et al.
Global Perspectives on the Bible. Boston: Pearson, 2014, 303.

Those who walked its streets (Jerusalem) would have spoken either Aramaic, the language of the land, or Greek, 
the language of commerce and of the Roman military. Immigrants to the city, like immigrants today, would have 
found themselves exchanging their languages for those spoken by the majority of the residents, for only in this 
way could one survive. Most of them would probably have spoken Greek. Greek was, in many ways, the language 
of domination. It was the way in Rome gained control over all of disparate groups under its rule, over the “Babel” 
that always threatened to split apart the empire.

Against this context, the Pentecost narrative stands in stark relief, like the bursting of a Mediterranean-wide “eth-
nic festival” on an otherwise ordinary day. As Luke narrates the story, after the Spirit descends on the Galileans, 
themselves set apart from the Judeans by their accents (Luke 22:59), they begin to speak in other, or as we might 
say today “foreign,” languages. The languages are quite distinct and represent a roll call of nations from around 
the Mediterranean basin (Acts 2:9-11).

(A)t the sound of their languages being spoken, immigrants to Jerusalem do what immigrants always do when 
they hear the sounds of home. They turn toward the language to hear more.

Kathleen Norris
Amazing Grace: A Vocabulary of Faith. New York: Riverhead Books, 1998, 344.

The word “Pentecostal” is commonly used today to refer to specific Christian denominations formed in the late 
nineteenth or early twentieth centuries … or by movements such as the Charismatic Renewal within the Roman 
Catholic church. Unfortunately, the marvelous understanding celebrated at the original Pentecost has faded into 
the background, and now the word “Pentecostal” often signifies not Christian unity but sectarian differences. 



Many Pentecostals are conservative Christians who disdain those of a more liberal persuasion. And main-
stream Christians often dismiss Pentecostals as loony tunes; anti-intellectual in their theology, overemotional 
in their worship.

N. T. Wright
Surprised by Hope. New York: HarperOne, 2008, 98.

In I Corinthians 15 Paul uses the image of the firstfruits. This goes back to the Jewish festivals of Passover and 
Pentecost, which in their developed forms were both agricultural and salvation-historical festivals. Passover 
was the time when the first crop of barley was presented before the Lord. Pentecost, seven weeks later, was 
the time when the firstfruits of wheat harvest were presented. The offering of the firstfruits signifies the great 
harvest to come. At the salvation-history level, of course, Passover commemorated Israel coming out of Egypt 
while Pentecost, seven weeks later, commemorated the arrival at Sinai and the giving of the Torah. The two 
strands were woven together since part of God’s promise in liberating Israel and giving it the law was that 
Israel would inherit the land and that the land would be fruitful.

Paul applies this Passover image to Jesus. He is the first fruits, the first to rise from the dead. But this isn’t an 
isolated instance. The point of the firstfruits is that there will be many, many more.

Rachel Henderlite
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(T)here was undoubtedly a new manifestation of the Spirit of God at Pentecost that was unlike the experienc-
es recorded in the Old Testament, and far more significant.

Christ had promised His disciples on that last evening together that He would not really leave them. He had 
assured them that He would always be a part of them—as he was a part of God—that His life would be their 
life, and His strength their strength. Very likely they did not understand what He meant. Probably in the dark 
days that followed His crucifixion they almost forgot that He had said anything of the kind. But they did stay 
on in Jerusalem as He told them to do; and on the day of Pentecost, as they were celebrating the feast of the 
first fruits, an unforgettable event took place.

What actually happened that day is very difficult to determine. The account in Acts speaks of wind and fire 
and strange tongues. Wind and fire and tongues are often used in the Scripture as signs of God’s presence. 
Bystanders looking on the strange new ecstasy that took hold of the disciples, thought they must be drunk.

Peter, with a sudden burst of insight that we can only call “revelation,” explained the entire happening as a 
fulfillment of the prophecy of Joel. Joel had foretold a time when the Spirit of God should be poured our upon 
all flesh.
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The disciples of Jesus made no attempt to carry out the Great Commission until after the coming of the Holy 
Spirit. Pentecost! Here is something old and something new: the Old Testament feast of harvest is the occa-
sion for the advent of the Holy Spirit. The Holy Spirit on the Day of Pentecost descended upon the assembled 
believing community. Thus the New Testament Church was instituted and its mission inaugurated.

Gilbert Stafford
Theology for Disciples. Anderson, IN: Warner Press, 1996, 120.

In the account of Pentecost, we see the same emphasis on both corporateness and individuality. Whereas 
the wind filled the entire house where the believers were gathered as a corporate body, the tongues as of fire 
rested on each of them individually (Acts 2:1-4).
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Jesus founded no ecclesiastical organization, not even of the loosest sort, but as Messiah he came to call out 
the Remnant. In that true Israel which was obedient to his call lie the seeds of his Church, his ekklesia (i.e., the 
ones called out). There is, therefore, no need to ask after the origins of the Church as though it were founded 
on a given date, say with Peter’s confession (Matt. 16:16-17) or at Pentecost (Acts 2; cf. 1:8). The Church was 
founded on no date and can observe no formal anniverasay. It began in those few about Jesus who had been 
obedient to the call of the Kingdom. Nay, it began in the Old Covenant itself and in the Old Testament longing 
for the true Israel of God’s purpose.

John Bright
The Kingdom of God. Nashville, TN: Abingdon, 1983, 232.

The miracle of Pentecost is proof that the end-time has begun, for the outpouring of the Spirit spoken of by 
Joel has taken place (Acts 2:16-21; cf. Joel 2:28-32; II Cor. 1:22; Eph. 1:13-14). The Christian has been delivered 
out the present evil age (Gal. 1:4), has “tasted … the powers of the age to come” (Heb. 6:5), has transferred 
his citizenship to that age (Phil. 3:20). He has been freed from the demonic power of evil (Col. 1:13) into the 
Kingdom of the Son. His natural enmity to God has been removed, for he has been reconciled in Christ to his 
heavenly Father and King (II Cor. 5:19; Roma. 5:10-11). Indeed as he confronts his Christ face to face like one 
beholding the glory of God in a mirror, he himself takes on that image (II Cor. 3:18). Man, made in the image of 
God (Gen. 1:27), finds that image restored—becomes at length what he was created to be—in the Kingdom 
of Christ.

In the service of the victorious and already present Kingdom of God the church is given a joyful and trium-
phant task. 

… The Church is called to take up the destiny of the true Israel, Servant Israel, and become the missionary 
people of the Kingdom of God.

Arloa Sutter 
The Invisible. Indianapolis, IN: Wesleyan Publishing House, 2010, 144.

After several hours of prayerful deliberation, God’s message to us became clear: We had become consumed 
with meeting the overwhelming needs of everyone around us rather than listening quietly for the direction of 
the Holy Spirit and responding in joyful obedience to the direction of the Spirit of God. God’s word to us that 
day was etched and underlined on one of our easel pads: “We must be led by the Spirit , rather than driven by 
need.”

Gilbert Stafford
Theology for Disciples. Anderson, IN: Warner Press, 1996, 301.

Since the Spirit came upon the church as a whole on the day of Pentecost, it is the whole fellowship of Christ in 
whom and among whom the Spirit continues to work. That being the case, we should assume that the Spirit is 
at work among all traditions that confess, preach, teach, and live under the lordship of Christ. The Holy Spirit is 
at work among them doing what the Spirit always does, namely, leading them into the fullness of Jesus Christ 
(see John 14:26).

Arthur Glasser
Announcing the Kingdom. Grand Rapids, MI: Baker, 2003, 262.

“The first cry of life from the newborn Church was the proclamation that Jesus is Lord of heaven and earth, as 
well as the Messiah of the Jews” (Kraus 1974:26).
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The Holy Spirit’s role in mission is (a) crucial motif. He is the agent who empowers Christians for mission and 
makes mission work possible for the church (see Luke 24:45-49; Acts 1:8). It is the Spirit who reverses Babel at 
Pentecost, confirming Jesus’ teaching that the kingdom of God is not limited by language or ethnicity (Acts 
2:1-11).

John Piper
Let the Nations Be Glad! Grand Rapids, MI: Baker, 2004, 136.

Elsewhere in the Book of Acts, even those who are the most God-fearing and ethical, namely, the Jews, are told 
that they must repent and believe in order to be saved. The Jews at Pentecost were called “devout men” (2:5), 
as Cornelius was called a devout man (10:2). But Peter ended his message in Acts 2 by calling even devout 
Jews to repent and be baptized in the name of Jesus for the forgiveness of their sins (2:38).

David J. Bosch
Transforming Mission. Maryknoll, NY: Orbis, 1995, 40.

If it was the experience of the resurrection that gave the early Christians certainty, it was Pentecost that gave 
them boldness; only through the power of the Spirit did they become witnesses (Acts 1:8). The Spirit is the ris-
en Christ who is active in the world. On the day of Pentecost Christ, through the Spirit, throws open the doors 
and thrusts the disciples out into the world.

Charles H. Kraft
Anthropology for Christian Witness. Maryknoll, NY: Orbis, 2003, 387.

Class barriers, though not as difficult to permeate as caste barriers, also provide significant blockage to change. 
Ideas tend to flow from person to person within classes, rather than from members of one class to those of 
another. There is, however, some flow of ideas from upper to lower classes and a much lower flow from lower 
to upper, usually between contiguous classes. We must, however, be aware that God sometimes breaks the 
normal social and communicational rules. He did this in Acts 2, when He brought about a revival in Jerusalem 
through despised Galileans.

Don Richardson
Eternity in Their Hearts. Ventura, CA: Regal Books, 1981, 198-199.

The power of the Holy Spirit coming upon the apostles and other faithful followers of Jesus caused them to 
speak miraculously in the many Gentile languages represented by the throng of diaspora Jews and Gentile 
converts then gathered in Jerusalem. Why?

Not merely to bless those who spoke. The bestowal of miraculous ability to speak non-Jewish languages was 
superfluous if only their own blessing was intended!

Further, it was not merely to bless the diaspora Jews who understood those languages. If only their edification 
was intended either the Hebrew of the Aramaic language could have served as well.

Nor was the purpose to demonstrate the Holy Spirit’s ability to perform amazing miracles.

Seen in the context of Jesus’ ministry and His clearly articulated plans for the whole world, the bestowal of that 
miraculous outburst of Gentile languages could have only one main purpose: to make crystal clear that the 
Holy Spirit’s power was and is bestowed with the specific goal of the evangelization of all peoples in view! Any 
attempt to exploit the power of the Holy Spirit for one’s personal pleasure or aggrandizement, or to seek signs 
and miracles as ends in themselves, must appear to God as a misconstrual of His purpose.
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Living in Color. Downers Grove, IL: InterVarsity, 2001, 31-32.

One of the most significant events in the twentieth century occurred in Southern California at a street in Los 
Angeles in 1906 with an African-American preacher named William Seymour. The son of former slaves, and 
given the prejudice of the society at that time, Seymour seemed an unlikely candidate to bring the heavenly 
vision. But he was used by God to deliver the message of His intent for the whole nation. The result: one of the 
greatest and most visible outpourings of the Holy Spirit, which caused a baptism of love to fall on all people 
groups.

I believe that Azusa Street revival, birthed as it was interracially and interdenominationally, was, in part, God’s 
attempt to give America another change to lift the curse of racism and ethnocentrism from our land.

At that mission in Los Angeles, for the first time in the twentieth century—and perhaps ever—God manifest-
ed Himself in America with our own Pentecost. Not only were blacks, whites, Hispanic, Native Americans and 
Asians touched by the Azusa Street revival, but as word got out, the nations of the world came pouring into 
Southern California to see what God was doing there.

Lausanne Movement and Global Diaspora Network
Scattered to Gather: Embracing the Global Trend of Diaspora. 2017, 12.

The Holy Spirit, promised by the Father and by the Son (John 14:16; 16:7) was sent to empower each believ-
er, everywhere, as a witness of the Lord Jesus Christ (Luke 24:49; Acts 1:8); to convict the world of sin, righ-
teousness, and judgment (John 16:8-11); to be “the guarantee of our inheritance until the redemption of the 
purchase possession, to the praise of His glory” (Ephesians 1:14); and to endow every member of the body of 
Christ with gifts for service (I Corinthians 12 and 14).

Robert E. Coleman
The Heart of the Gospel. Grand Rapids, MI: Baker, 2011, 133-134.

Jesus charged his disciples to return to Jerusalem and tarry until they were endued with power (Luke 24:49; 
Acts 15:8). He who had been Christ’s strength had to become real within them. Unless they were possessed 
by his living presence, their lives would be forlorn of joy and peace, and the ministry of their Lord would never 
thrill their souls.

The promise began to unfold at Pentecost. As the disciples were assembled in the upper room, “suddenly their 
came from heaven a sound like a mighty rushing wind, and it filled the entire house where they were sitting” 
(Acts 2:2). The wind, symbolizing the strength of the Spirit, came first to the house of God, from whence it 
would sweep across the earth with life-giving power. Then there appeared to them “tongues as of fire,” a flame 
resting on the head of each person (v.3). The distribution of the sacred fire pointed to the truth that the Spirit 
had come to dwell, not with a few officers of the society, but with all who would obey him and everyone who 
would minister in the matter to which they were called. Descriptive, too, of their witness-bearing appoint-
ment, they “began to speak in other tongues as the Spirit gave them utterance” (v.4), going out among the 
people in the city declaring what God had done.

Gilbert Stafford
Signals at the Crossroads. Anderson, IN: Warner Press, 2011, 217.

On the day of Pentecost, the church was empowered to be Christ’s witnesses “in Jerusalem, in all Judea and 
Samaria, and to the ends of the earth” (Acts 1:8). That empowerment took place as the Spirit was poured out 
on the people indiscriminately so that “your sons and daughters shall prophesy, and your young men shall see 
visions and your old men shall dream dreams. Even upon my slaves, both men and women, in those day I will 
pour out my Spirit and they shall prophesy” (Acts 2:17-18).



F. F. Bruce
The Book of Acts. The New Critical Commentary of the New Testament. Grand Rapids, MI: Eerdmans, 1988, 50.

On the morning of the day of Pentecost, then, the place where the disciples were sitting together was sudden-
ly filled with what seemed like a great gale of wind from heaven. It is perhaps pointless to ask explicit ques-
tions about this wind, for there is no likelihood of their being satisfactorily answered. Was it only the disciples 
who hear it, or was it audible to others? There is no way of knowing. What is certain is that the wind was held 
to symbolize the Spirit of God. When Ezekiel, by divine command, prophesied to the wind and called it to blow 
on dead bodies in the valley of his vision, it was the breath of God that breathed into them and filled them 
with new life (Ezek. 37:9-14). And, probably with an allusion to Ezekiel’s vision, Jesus said to Nicodemus, “the 
wind blows wither it please, and you hear the sound of it, but you do not know whence it comes or whither it 
goes; so it is with everyone who is born of the Spirit” (john 3:8). Whatever else may be said about the disciples’ 
experience, this at least is clear: The Spirit of God came on them with power. 

Merle Strege
Bible Backgrounds. Anderson, IN: Warner Press, 2006, 266-267.

Acts 2 narrates the undoing of the (Babel) confusion. One consequence of the Spirit’s activity was that every-
one in the crowd on Pentecost could understand Peter and the disciples as they spoke: “Each of us hears them 
in his own native language” (2:8). Babel had led to disunity, but the arrival of the Spirit at Pentecost established 
the church as God’s one body, a people of unity.

Unity in that place of disunity is one consequence of the Holy Spirit’s presence. Jesus’ followers, newly em-
boldened, is another, and Peter is the great example of this.

Peter’s sermon was not calculated to entertain or please his listeners. He didn’t attempt to ease them into the 
church by making them comfortable. There was not effort here to minimize their situation or help them pic-
ture God as nice. Instead, he reminded them that they, “with the help of wicked men, put [Jesus] to death by 
nailing him to the cross” (2:23). 

… One additional consequence of the Spirit’s work at Pentecost was that the Jerusalem believers took a dif-
ferent attitude toward their possessions. … The church, first united through the power of the Spirit, was also 
one in table fellowship and in the property they held in common.

Barry L. Callen, ed.
Following Our Lord. Anderson, IN: Warner Press, 2008, 48.

Is Satan really a defeated foe in this troubled world of ours? The answer typically given by Church of God lead-
ers is the Jesus really is Lord, always, even during the long and tortured course of human history. God’s reign 
flowered at that first Pentecost when the Holy Spirit filled humble disciples and the gospel of Jesus Christ was 
proclaimed with boldness.

Patrick Johnstone
The Church Is Bigger Than You Think. Geanies House: Christian Focus Publications, 1998, 22.

How can any Christian or congregation claim to “have” the Spirit without having the Spirit of mission?
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