
Passover to Pentecost: Small Group Bible Study By John M. Johnson

What Jesus does with Passover …
What the Spirit does at Pentecost …

God desires to do with us in the present.

Opening Activity

Divide in groups of three. Develop a series of words (4-letter, 5-letter, 6-letter, 7-letter, etc.) that begin with the 
prefix re-. (Re- means “back, again.”) The group has two minutes to complete the activity.

The team that has the longest continuous series of words earns two points. In addition, one point is scored for 
each word in their series that is not used by another team.

Secret bonus: If any team chooses to use the words reframe, reignite, or reimagine, their team will score an 
additional three points per word.

Note: Participants may not use the internet, dictionary, or any other resource in this activity.

Scripture

Print the following scripture sets on index cards. Divide the group into three small groups. Assign each group 
one of the sets of Scripture below (Passover, Pentecost, and Pentecost Life). Have each of the smaller groups 
read their passages out loud.

Passover:  Exodus 12:1-14a
 Luke 22:1-20
Pentecost: Leviticus 23:15-21; Exodus 23:16-17; Deuteronomy 16:9-17
 Acts 2:1-21

Pentecost Life:  Exodus 34:18-24
 Acts 2:29-47; Acts 1:8

Small Group Discussion and Presentation

After reading the passages, seek to identify movement, change, transition, realignment, and/or reframing 
between the passages from the Hebrew Bible and the New Testament readings. What are the similarities and 
differences between the readings? Read and discuss in the small groups and then have each group share their 
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findings with all present. The facilitator will record simple notes from each presentation on a whiteboard.
Following the presentations, the facilitator will recap the group information and, where appropriate or help-
ful, include some of the material from the facilitator’s notes below.

Facilitator’s Notes

Passover: Exodus 12 tells the story of deliverance out of Egypt and the memorial established to remember 
it. Luke 22 tells the story of how Jesus invites his disciples to reimagine Passover. Jesus places himself and his 
death as the “new Passover lamb.” It is through his death that deliverance comes.

Pentecost: Leviticus 23:15-21; Exodus 23:16-17; and Deuteronomy 16:9-17 describe Pentecost as harvest 
festival that takes place “fifty days after Passover.” It was mandatory, obligatory. It was about returning to the 
Lord a thanksgiving offering for the harvest just received. No one was to come to this harvest empty-hand-
ed. Acts 2:1-21 tells the story of nervous followers of Jesus gathering secretly. And in a moment of cleansing 
and equipping, the Holy Spirit readies his apostles and saints to participate in a global harvest of people. 
The world, it seems, has gathered in Jerusalem for Pentecost. On this day, all hear in their own language the 
good news of God’s favor. A different harvest ensues, a spiritual, global gospel harvest.

Pentecost Life: Exodus 34 again highlights the religious calendar of the Israelites. Three times a year all 
males are to go to Jerusalem to offer sacrifices. No one is to go empty-handed. And when all are travel-
ing to Jerusalem, in their absence from their allotted lands, no one else (neighbor or foreigner) will covet 
their land or try to seize it or make some claim on it. God will protect their property. Acts 2:29-47 speaks of 
events taking place in Jerusalem. Fearful men and women leave the upper room and go out into the streets. 
There they faithfully and boldly share the story of Jesus. And not only that, but they begin to demonstrate 
changed lives. Initially, in the temple and in homes, the believers gather to spend time together in worship, 
prayer, and fellowship. And the Lord added to their number. In addition, Acts 1:8 speaks about Holy Spirit 
power: a propelling and proclaiming power. Fifty days after Passover, the Holy Spirit sends his followers out 
as witnesses of the gospel. Equipped and empowered by the Spirit, starting nearby contextually and cultur-
ally and extending out to more distant contexts and more diverse cultures, these apostles (sent ones) begin 
to announce the good news, reveal the Kingdom, and change the world.

Take Away

Sign and date the small name card that has the Pentecost Life logo on it. The back side of the card reads:
“Lord Jesus, help me reimagine and reframe my life according to Pentecost: radical generosity, intentional 
hospitality, faithful spirituality, thankful praise, and missional witness. Through your Spirit reignite in me a 
gospel passion and purpose.”
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