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We Christ-followers think we have the church calendar 
pretty well figured out. There is Christmas, Good Fri-
day, and Easter: three stories in one, a kind of narrative 
tri-unity, the foundation stones of our faith.

First comes Christmas—the birth of Jesus. The Son 
of God come to save his people from their sins. Em-
manuel, God with us. Jesus, the vulnerable infant, who 
survived against all odds through divine intervention 
and human obedience. Evil, hell-bent on destroying 
the child, did not, could not prevail. The King of kings, 
the Savior of the world, the long-expected Messiah 
had come to let us know who our God is and to de-
liver us from our sinful selves and the evil one himself. 
And so, rightly we celebrate with carols, and gifts, and 
stories of angels, shepherds, wisemen, and, of course, 
the Holy Family—Mary, Joseph, and baby Jesus. And 
those stories involve dialogue, drama, and potential 
disaster averted at the perfect moment. “Glory to God 
in the highest and peace on earth to all on whom his 
favor rests.” And our souls breathe a sigh of relief. “Our 
Deliverer has come! Amen.”

And then we fast-forward through the life of Jesus at 
blinding speed, scarcely able to explore the life and 
teachings and stories of the one named Yahweh Saves. 
We jet to Holy Week. We give a passing nod toward 
Palm Sunday, the triumphant arrival of Jesus in Jeru-
salem. The hosannas and the hallelujahs merge into 
“Crucify him! Crucify him” with barely a notice on our 
part. No, we are racing on toward Easter.

For some church attenders, Good Friday is but a slight 
blip on the screen of our faith because it doesn’t hap-
pen to fall on a Sunday. Most believers, I imagine, do 

spend some significant time reflecting on Good Friday, 
however. The suffering of Christ who makes us whole, 
sets us free from the penalty of sin, and brings us safely 
home is very much a part of our faith’s story. The cross 
is the symbol of that ghastly, once-and-for-all suffer-
ing. And communion is the Jesus-ordained practice by 
which we remember his suffering and death, a righ-
teous life poured out to extend to us forgiveness un-
deserved. We remember the suffering of Jesus so that 
gratefulness and thanksgiving might be our new way 
of living. We remember so that the doorposts of our 
life are forever marked by the bloody hyssop branch, 
the very sacrificial death of Jesus. And by his death we 
have been ransomed! We have been reconciled! We 
have been adopted at great price! We are now whole. 

And then Easter, ah Easter! In the dark of morning on 
the third day, bundles of burdensome funeral spices in 
tow, the woman are confronted with an unexpected 
reality: “He is not here. He has risen just as he said.” And 
the narrative continues at a breathtaking pace from 
that early morning encounter with two men robed in 
white and the risen Christ himself in the garden un-
til the disciples are face to face with the risen Lord, 
wounds and scars in evidence, and they are seeing 
and experiencing that which they could never have 
imagined.

Easter is that glorious reminder that evil does not win, 
darkness has been overpowered, new life is the reality 
of our present days, and eternal hope is now the king-
dom air that we breathe, the environment into which 
we have been newly born. “O death, where is your 
sting!” And baptism is our reimagined, reframed sym-
bol: “Dead to sin,” we say. “Alive to Christ!” we declare.
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How glorious! How wonderful! How rich! How im-
portant! Christ has come. Christ has died. Christ now 
lives again. Christ has come and even though we 
were dead in our trespasses and sins, we are now 
alive. Amen!

And somehow, someway, we foolishly and auda-
ciously then attempt to live out of faith alone in a 
world that is rebelliously bent, sin-twisted, a world 
that leans away from God, and precariously so. We 
attempt to live as if Jesus made no promises about 
an advocate, a helper. We hunker down trying to sur-
vive in this world that is determined to discredit the 
Jesus story and destroy the ones who have commit-
ted themselves to it. We do not avail ourselves of the 
transforming joy, the authoritative belief, the equip-
ping power, the witnessing truth, and the demon-
strating reality that Jesus promised (Luke 24:49; John 
14:25-31, 15:26-27, 16:1-15; Acts 1:8). In my obser-
vance and, at times, sadly my own personal experi-
ence, we live as if Pentecost had never occurred.

Pentecost, what is this Pentecost? It is the time, orig-
inally a harvest festival, 50 days after Passover (Lev 
23:15-21) when God fulfilled his promise to his fear-
ful, praying, gathered community. The Holy Spirit 
came with the very Old Testament-identifying mark 
of God, his breath or wind and his purifying, refining 
presence of fire. And the result? A power-filled com-

munity left the relative safety of the upper room and 
ventured out to boldly witness; to tell the Jesus story, 
their story with Jesus, to a potentially hostile crowd. 
And the world that was gathered in Jerusalem for the 
festival of Pentecost took notice. They heard in their 
own languages about the death and resurrection of 
Jesus. They heard that the Holy Spirit, once just a dis-
tant promise, a fading story, a possible future event, 
was now present and real and at work. 

And the book of Acts and much of the extended 
witness of the Apostle Paul declares that a Holy Spir-
it-filled Pentecost life is now available and possible. 
It is to be highly valued. It is to be longed for and ex-
pected, both by individual believers and worldwide 
Jesus-centered communities of faith. In the Holy 
Spirit an inheritance is promised, victory is guaran-
teed, hope is solidified, mission is empowered, gift-
ing is extended, and a godly character is enabled.

The arc of Christmas, Good Friday, and Easter is an 
incalculable, incredible, in-time tri-unity story. But 
let us never forget the awesome truth and amazing 
power of Pentecost! At Pentecost we are reminded 
that our new life is actualized, our relationship is 
personalized, our faith is visualized, our mission is 
certified, and our joy is realized by the living, active,  
ever-present Holy Spirit. 

Questions for Reflection

• How is the typical three-part narrative of Jesus (Christmas, Good Friday, and Easter) enhanced 
and enriched by the addition of Pentecost?

• If you really believed that Pentecost was more than a “good Bible story,” how would it change 
your life?

• How might you reimagine the mission of God for you or for your congregation if you faithfully 
anticipated an outpouring of Pentecost proportions today?


