
In the opening chapters of the book of Acts (some-
times known as the Acts of the Holy Spirit), we find 
the story of the community of Christ-followers hud-
dled together, waiting in fear and anticipation, pray-
ing for what had been promised: to be “clothed with 
power from on high” (Luke 24:49), a power to be wit-
nesses in Jerusalem, Judea, Samaria and to the entire 
world (Acts 1:8). At Pentecost, people from all over the 
known world were present in Jerusalem for this har-
vest feast.1 And at this time the Holy Spirit came upon 
those gathered in the upper room like a mighty rush-
ing wind and with tongues of fire.2 And these gath-
ered believers were propelled out into the streets of 
Jerusalem to tell the nations on hand the story of the 
mighty works of God made vivid in the life, death, and 
resurrection of Jesus. 

From this point until the completion of the book 
of Acts, we see these followers of the way of Jesus 
spreading out across the known world, proclaiming 
the good news of Jesus and doing mighty acts of 
wonder.

It is not long into this book that we are introduced to a 
man who will become the apostle Paul. We read of his 
extraordinary Spirit-filled ministry. We see his passion, 
listen to his convictions, and learn of his hardships. We 
journey with him, sit under his teachings, and long for 
his insights.

In Acts 18 we follow Paul to Corinth. As readers of the 
New Testament, we know that Paul would later write 
at least two major pieces of correspondence to the 
church in that city (1 and 2 Corinthians). Corinth was 
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a Roman urban center. It was multicultural port city. 
It was important. It was a city of influence and a city 
influenced by the world around it. It is believed that 
the church in Corinth was about 100-200 people in 
the early 50s AD when the apostle Paul wrote 1 Cor-
inthians.

The church in Corinth was a contentious, divided, 
cliquish, self-serving, proud, sexually immoral, insensi-
tive, and misfocused group of individuals. Not exactly 
the kind of church that existed to honor Christ. It cer-
tainly didn’t get a thumbs up from Paul, although, to 
be fair, he still referred to them as “The Church of God 
in Corinth … sanctified, called to be saints” (1 Cor 1:2).

In 1 Corinthians, Paul addressed many of the issues 
identified above. Although Paul praised this young 
church and prayed for them (1 Cor 1:4-9), he longed 
for this church that he loved to more fully reflect the 
life of Christ in their difficult context. 

As part of that extended conversation, often written 
in response to specific issues at play in the church and 
specific questions raised by the church (1 Cor 7:1; 8:1; 
12:1), Paul urges the church in Corinth, in the power 
and presence of the Holy Spirit, to reflect Christ more 
fully and completely. In so doing, Paul calls these be-
lievers (and us) to consider what a Spirit-filled life, a 
Pentecost Life, might look like. Without a doubt, the 
Pentecost Life is a gifted life.

While Paul addresses spiritual gifts in two other places 
(Romans 12 and Ephesians 4)3, here we will focus on  
1 Corinthians 12 and 14:1-25.4 



Read 12:1-11, 27-30; 14:1-3, 12 . Look for two things:

•	 What are spiritual gifts and what is their purpose within the body? 

•	 What are some of the spiritual gifts that are listed here?

Spiritual gifts:

•	 Honor Jesus not individuals (12:1-3)
•	 Come in different varieties and sets (12:4-10, 28)
•	 Given by God to individuals as he chooses (12:7, 18, 27)
•	 Activated by the Spirit (12:11)
•	 Pictured as a well-functioning body (12:12-26)
•	 Purposed to strengthen the church (12:7; 14:12)
•	 Sought with diligence and practiced with excellence (14:12)
•	 Used in love (13:1-14:1)

The church is strong when we use our spiritual gifts in love.

If you are wondering what spiritual gifts God has given you, I recommend that you take the following online 
assessment: https://healthygrowingchurches.com/spiritual-gifts/
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1. Acts 2:5-11; Leviticus 23:15-21; Exodus 23:14-17

2. Wind and fire are often symbols of the presence and power of the Holy Spirit in the Hebrew Scriptures.

3. Spiritual gifts are also mentioned in 1 Peter 4 and Exodus 35-36.

4. In the style of 1 Corinthians, Paul addresses two particular problems head on immediately before and after his conversation 
about spiritual gifts: head coverings, abuse and disunity at the Lord’s Supper, and speaking in tongues without interpretation and 
women disrupting worship services. Notably, between the two discussions of spiritual gifts is his famous calling to love. 

The Pentecost Life is a gifted life. God has given us these gifts to use in love so that we may:

•	 Honor Christ with them
•	 Find our identity and purpose
•	 Build up the church

•	 Serve the world.


