
THE OTHER DAY, AN AMERICAN FRIEND posted on Facebook 
her observations of Christians. She said that she was ashamed to 
be labeled a Christian because of strong—and from her perspec-
tive—not Christ-like opinions others were expressing online. Her 
post was equal parts disheartening and understandable. Christians 
on both sides of the political aisle 
demand the same question, “How 
can you be a Christian if you …?” 
Even non-believers seem to have 
unfulfilled expectations of Chris-
tians and ask, “How can you call 
yourself a Christian if you … ?”

What does it mean to be a Chris-
tian? It’s not a new question. Most 
of the New Testament seems to 
have been written in answer to 
this question. Unfortunately, we 
tend to emphasize or de- 
emphasize scriptural points in 
ways that support our life perspec-
tive instead of allowing Scripture 
to inform our life and political perspectives.

“What does it mean to be a Christian?” is a deeply relevant 
question here in Sri Lanka. Most of the Christians we meet are 
first- or second-generation Christians living in a world where 99% 
of the people don’t know Christ and can be violently opposed to 
Christians. The scriptural answers to “What does it mean to be a 
Christian?” can sometimes seem far more relevant here in Sri Lanka 
where Christians must literally separate from family to become 
believers, must disconnect from the gods they once worshipped 
to worship the One True God, where believers are ostracized from 
their communities when they accept Christ, and where becoming a 
Christian means learning an entirely new way of life.

The Facebook post went on to say that she would rather be called 

a follower of Christ than a Christian. And in many ways, her per-
spective reflects the heart of life as a Christian in Sri Lanka. In Sri 
Lanka, we see what it means to be a Christian in a fresh new 
light. We see what it means to be a Christian through the eyes of 
people who often risk their lives to follow Christ. We see the pain of 

no longer being able to visit your 
family because of Christ. We see 
the suffering of not having a job 
because no one in your communi-
ty will hire Christians. We see the 
determination of pastors who build 
a church, only to have it burned 
to the ground by those who don’t 
like Christians. We see the struggle 
of young Christians who are alone 
in their villages and have no other 
Christians to marry. We see the 
deep desire and commitment to be 
followers of Christ, no matter what 
the cost. 

In any culture, living out the answer to the question “What does 
it mean to be a Christian?” will have its own set of challenges and 
pitfalls. To say that one situation is easier than another is not 
the point to take away from this. Our experience in Sri Lanka 
teaches us that being a follower of Christ is a journey—a lifelong 
walk with God through the Holy Spirit and Scripture—whether we 
call ourselves Christians in an unsettled America or in a turbulent 
Sri Lanka. As followers of Christ on this journey, we are transformed 
into new people (2 Cor 5:17) giving up ourselves (1 Cor 6:19–20). 
And we are convinced that being a Christian means loving our 
enemies, doing good to those who hate us, blessing those who 
curse us, and praying for those who hurt us (Luke 6:27–28), wheth-
er we live in America or Sri Lanka.. 

Followers of Christ: Being a Christian in Sri Lanka
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National 
Youth Lead-
ership
Developing 
a national 
youth ministry 
is critical to 

the growth and sustainability of the Church 
of God in Sri Lanka. These young men are 
working together to develop a national 
youth ministry. Through your suppor of 
Project Link-Sri Lanka, ongoing leadership 
development is creating a stronger church!

Church Destroyed 
in Monsoons
In July 2017, we 
visited the Omadi-
yawadi Church for 
its first services. A 
year later it was de-

stroyed during a monsoon. Your support of 
Church of God Ministries Disaster Relief 
helps support projects like this one that will 
rebuild this church.

Pastor Sustainability Project
Pastor Sustainability projects are cause for 
celebration because they provide for the 
pastor’s financial independence. A strong 
and self-sustaining Church of God in Sri Lan-
ka is made possible through your support of 
Project Link in Sri Lanka.

Pastor Training: The Kingdom of God
In June, Church of God pastors gathered for 
training led by Steven & Peggy Beverly. This 
training series is made possible through 
your support of Project Link in Sri Lanka.

Anniversary 
in Thailand
Having to 
leave Sri Lanka 
every six 

months for our visa requirement is incon-
venient, but worked out well this time as it 
coincided with our anniversary and needed 
medical check-ups. 
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Here are just a few of the exciting things that are happening in Sri Lanka through your prayer and support:


